[Epidemiology of TBE].
In the period between 1974 and 2003, the incidence of TBE increased appreciably in most European countries. Numerous factors, including climatic changes, biological (ecological) and non-biological factors, have an influence on the epidemiology of TBE. In addition, a greater awareness and better understanding (of the problem), improvements in diagnosis, an increase in travel, political and associated major social changes have had an impact on epidemiological data banks. We shall succeed in turning back the rising tide only by achieving further progress in the field of risk analysis, and redoubling our efforts in the area of active immunisation.